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Januery 28, 1957

Dear Victor:

__ So your hangout is Puerto Vallarta, Jeen Weigle was there during
i K ¥ Decenber,- gle v

I wau]d have written you sooner, but thought you pir “rved & mivw
cease fram’the battle-line &ifing yomr expedition, ~ |

.. We are in something of a cross-fire., In addition to Stenicrdls

“very cordial bid,’ we have one frém the Genetics Departm:at at serkeley
{vice Clausen) whieh 18, T should: dmphesize, independent in inte::

1¥ not in timing." Then, hore at Wisoonsin, there has been an acceloratim
of earlier discussiches & faculty cammittes will soon review a cencrete
propoeal for a néw ment of Medical Génetles, The standing of

these poaaibilities ‘48 very much the seme in regng 1o smich natters

ag seliry and laborstary Pecilities, If thls were & world where ome could
eat a cake and have it too, I would want to te¥e advemtage #n turn of
the unique opportunities that each of those poas"n i tﬂ,a has to offer,

‘To be very eandid with you Vici:or if I vore pressed ‘o make sn

- instant, decisitn, T probably would: have o 'say 'probebly not! %: Liaa-
ford, and I’ wpuld: adv;ﬂ you now to start thinkinv“ﬁt sonie_altera: ive
candidates. If you are interedted, I nay have some miggestims for you

“in a week or two. Hwever; ‘T have to gay that the peadilum has et least
‘quivered a few times, end more scber rellsction énd realistic reapprabe:.
might make 1t swing, What I am asking of you is that you keep this oftfer
open for, ssy, another month (during which you can be making eiher delibera-
tions) if you can do this without ceupromising your overzll p},ans. I have
been in touch, by mail, with Cliff (and have been one of your more enthusias
tic selesmen to him); I would, for axample, welcome @ chsnce to o over
this in person with him before locking the door, If you are returning e
little early, you might get CLLff to go cut during February so that I

could see him before thetdeadline.! In any wgse, you can he sure that

we heve weleaned this chance to get cloger to Stenford end 1f, for example,
we should end up at Berkeley (which is just one of the three poaaibilities)
ve would make & point of cultiveting these relationships as a matter of
gelf-interest.

I ran across & smell news item buried in the N.Y, Times which must
have a disturbing import—— hamely that Dean Cutting had resigned; no
explanations were published., Is this a point of any consern to myself?

Everyone at Stanford wes so niee to us that we feel a litile
abashed to have to show the least hesitation in jYoining the feauily.
I hope you will symphdhize with our problems of decision,

Yours

Joshua Lederberg



January 28, 1957

Dear Victors

56 you're in Paerto Vallarta! We had mtwmbwg missed seeing Jean Weigle
(frem Caltech) during our visit west because he was down there then.

I would ‘have writm you ‘spaner but thought you wanted some surcease
during your expodition. i

We find ourselves in something of e crose-fire. In addition te Stanford,
we now have a bid from Berkaley (which is, I hasten to. add, independent in
Sntent 1f not fh timing). And. then, matters bere in relation to medical gene-
" tics have moved at an accelerated paces a faculty committee will soon review
. & congrete. proponl for suéh a departmnt-— a.program that, as you know, has
been one of my sspirations for a leoug. time. Themetanding of these various of-
fers in begard to. such things as salary and 1aborat.ory facilities 1s very
-much the samse, :

Frankly, Af I had a way to manage it, I would be delighted with a program
that would lsave me: here abeut six years mare to get the medicel genetics
group vall underwav, ‘hbmt ten at Borhiey vith its somevhat too urbane
atmosphere,-and a final settling down at Sta.nford {You cen see from this where
.Califarnia stands in cur leng-run eatimations), But we' sametimes have to take
our opportunities as we find them, and peedless to say whatever we come to do
now will not be in the terms of a{wh a plan. Life is too.unpredictable to



